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HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 


Statement by the Committee on Medical Legislation. 


To the Homeopathic Medical Prafesstens ‘ 

The. Committee on Medical Legislation desire to call the atten- 
tion of the homeopathic. profession .of this, State to the following 
statement: 


dt I Weed? O} : 
gir93 my i = . 
An effort was again made lash winter, for the fourth or fifth time, 
gat . ie, . 

to secure the passapeor a bi | providing fons single, old-school State 
; pertains won ; : ; ‘ 

board of medical aaney composed .of|nine members, including, 

. agagifoo ass ; : : 
for the sake of fépfesentation, one homeeopathic and one eclectic 


physician. <. 
vila ! 
REASONS FOR OPROSING A SINGLE EXAMINING BOARD. 

The committee. strenuously opposed this bill, for the following 
reasons: 

That the creation of such a board would practically establish a 
permanent and powerful medical monopoly of the licensing franchise, 
under the immediate control of ove school of medicine, thereby con- 
stituting an exceedingly objectionable form of class legislation. 

That the consciousness of the possession of the power thereby 
vested in the representatives of the dominant school would, whether 
intended or not, operate as a constant menance upon the less nu- 
merous schools; would tend to strengthen the majority, and would 
prove constantly detrimental to the growth and permanence of the 
schools represented by the majority. 

That the unequal representation therein provided for would be 
considered a mark of degradation and subserviency, which would 
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stamp the homeopathic minority with a perpetual brand of inferi- 
ority. 

That the functions of the examining board, being administrative, 
the basis of representation therein, of the different schools, must, of 
necessity, be equal, like that of the United States Senate, in order 
that the judicial powers of each school may be no greater than those 
of the other two. Unequal representation of the different schools 
in a single examining board, would place a premium upon favoritism. 

That no adequate provision is made for checking favoritism on 
the part of the majority which, sooner or later, would inevitably 
occur; hence an act of great injustice would be done to the homeeo- 
pathic school by the establishment of a single board, on the basis 
proposed by this bill, the plan of secret examinations therein pro- 
vided being open to many practical objections. 

That the homeopathic students, regardless of their wishes or 
preferences, would be placed completely in the power of what would 
be practically an old-school examining board. 

That, as homeceopathists, we insist that the qualifications of 


homeceopathic students shall be determined by a homeopathic ex- 
amining board. 


That, on account of the antagonism, rivalry and jealousy exist- 
ing between the different branches of the medical profession, one 
school ought not, by any means, to be clothed with arbitrary and ir- 
responsible power, such as this bill provides. 

That it will be impolitic and against public welfare to force by 
law a coalition involving important rival interests, until there are 
evidences of greater harmony between the two principal schools; 
and particularly not until the old school acknowledges the applica- 
bility of homeeopathic principles by adopting them in practice and 
teaching them in their own medical schools. 

That, in order to establish a sufficiently uniform standard of at- 
tainments, a simg/e State examining board is no more a necessity in 
medicine than in law or theology, in both of which an entrance into 
these professions is gained through several sources, there being no 
valid objections thereto on the ground of defective thoroughness. 
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That the present law, that of 1872, authorizing the appointment 
of State boards of medical examiners, by which each school is 
provided with its own examining boards, thereby enabling it to 
accomplish its own educational work untrammeled by the presence 
of hostile members, is fully in accord with the principles of equal 
representation; and, by its abundant safeguards, is sufficiently 
effective to meet the exigencies of public and professional require- 
ments. 

That having originated and perfected this law, and having for 
fourteen years maintained thereunder, dissociated from unfriendly 
interference, a recognized official status; and having complied with 
its unsectarian and catholic provisions, satisfactorily to ourselves, 
and with careful regard for professional and public interests; we 
see no good reason, under existing relations, for forming an alliance 
by which our school will be in a great measure deprived of the 
privilege of performing its full share of educational work; on the 
contrary, our experience establishes the conviction that pro- 
fessional interests and the public wellfare will be more effectually 
protected and promoted by perpetuating its wise, liberal and con- 
servative principles. 

That having secured the appointment of the first State examin- 
ing board, and having enjoyed its advantages undisturbed these 
many years, we are warranted in urging our old-school colleagues 
to lay aside their prejudices against this admirably-arranged, 
equitable and effective law, and give it a fair and impartial trial for 
an equal length of time, before putting forth efforts to supplant it 
by a method, the operations of which would unquestionably prove 
destructive to their less numerous rivals. 

That in our opinion the only defect in this law is found in the 
fact that its benign and salutary provisions are voluntary ones; that 
in order to insure thorough effectiveness, its enforcement must be 
made compulsory, after a certain prescribed date, upon all who wish 
to enter upon practice in this State. . 

That with this purpose in view, we will join our colleagues of 
the old school in procuring such amendments thereof as will make 
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the provisions of this law equally binding upon the representatives 
of the three legally recognized systems of practice; provided such 
amendments shall not interfere with the appointment of separate 
examining boards for each school; furthermore, we are free to state 
that, in our opinion, after long investigation of this subject, and 
ample practical experience, this change of the law of 1872 consti- 
tutes the only needed reform in the matter of establishing suitable 
tests of medical scholarship. 

That, in conclusion, we-actively oppose the formation of a single 
State examining board, on account of the fact that this effort con- 
stitutes a part of a widely extended, well arranged and systematic 
plan, indorsed by the American Medical Association, for practically 
placing the management of medical affairs, as far as is possible 
throughout the whole country, under the direct control of one school 
of medical men; that this pernicious system having been already es- 
tablished in several States, notably those of Alabama and Virginia, is 
now producing effects the most disastrous upon homeopathy, wholly 
arresting its progress by prohibiting accessions thereto; a most un- 
American system; one which must be met by the most determined 
opposition on the part of all who desiré to promote entire liberty of 
opinion and freedom of action among educated medical men. 

Homeopathists do not wish to place themselves in antagonism 
to medical legislation having for its object the promotion of public 
interests; hence do not in this instance oppose the old-school bill 
without, at the same time, providing, in their opinion, a better 
method, the substitute which they offer being the present law, that 
of 1872. 

The application of this law has fully demonstrated the wisdom 
of its framers. It furnishes abundant means by which the several 
schools are provided with examining boards of their own selection, 
placed wholly under their own control. Its equitable and conser- 
vative provisions may be summarized as follows: 

It is egual in application; the representatives of each of the three 
schools being placed upon the same footing, no preference being 
shown to one more than another. 











Homeopathic Medical Society of the State of New York. 341 

Its operations are open to public inspection; hence it is @ 
thoroughly effective law. It provides abundant checks and safe- 
guards against intentional fraud on the part of the members of any 
board, by holding their action subject to the approval of the regents, 
and by placing all the evidences of the qualifications of each appli- 
cant on record for public inspection. 

It is a safe law, in that it cannot be made instrumental in awaken- 
ing sectional jealousies, because it is purely democratic in its 
methods of application and administration. 

It establishes a uniform standard of acquirements outside the 
ranks of the profession; hence it is am impartial law. It leaves 
each school free to exercise its own prerogatives untrammeled by 
the presence or interference of either of the others; at the same 
time each board is held responsible for its own acts to an impartial, 
non-sectarian and non-professional court, the board of regents, who 
are competent to determine and enforce compliance with a uniform 
and sufficiently rigid standard of acquirements. 

For these reasons Homeceopathists are disinclined to give up a 
system which has stood the test of experience without friction, and 
one embracing within its provisions such correcting forces as will 
forever render its execution practically effective and equally useful 
to the whole profession and the public. 

On the presentation of the argument, of which the foregoing is a 
summary, the committee of the Senate and Assembly promptly re- 
ported adverse/y the bill to create a sing/e State examining board. 


REASONS FOR SUPPORTING A BILL TO REGULATE MEDICAL PRACTICE. 


This particular form of medical legislation, upon which the rep- 
resentatives of the two principal schools could not agree, having 
been by the foregoing action of the Legislature, effectually disposed 
of, at least for one year, associated effort on the part of representa- 
tives of all schools was concentrated upon the construction of a bill 
for the more thorough regulation of the practice of medicine and 
surgery in this State, this question being one on which all educated 
members of the medical profession are in accord. 

The form which resulted from this effort was known as Senate bill 
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485 and Assembly bill 903, session of 1886. This bill was approved 
by the Senate, but was, during the closing hours, lost in the assem- 
bly. 

This bill embraces within its several sections all the eesential pro- 
visions of all former enactments, and in its last section repeals all 
laws or parts thereof which have any reference whatever to medi- 
cal and surgical practice, specifying each by name, number and date, 
thereby forming a practical codification of all the laws of this State 
regularing the practice of medicine and surgery. 

Moreover, this bill is so constructed as that, in case future legis- 
lation is entered upon with a view of changing the method of medi- 
cal licensure, by its withdrawal from the medical colleges and plac- 
ing it in charge of State boards of medical,examiners, the second sec- 
tion only will require amendment; all the other sections of the bill 
may remain without alteration. 

The old-school physicians who are endeavoring to change the 
present law, that of 1872, so as to provide for a single State examin- 
ing board, are unquestionably actuated by a worthy motive, that of 
improving, unifying and elevating the standard of medical acquire- 
ments. As far as regards the object had in view, both schools are 
in accord; homeopathists, however, object to a method which will 
surely tend to the Wisintegration of their own school. They prefer 
a board of their own, and believe the people of this State will sus- 
tain them in their efforts to preserve and perpetuate the essential 
provisions of the present law. 

These statements are made at length, in order to promote intel- 
ligent, harmonious and effective effort on the part, and to secure 
the active codperation, of the homeopathic profession. 

The committee hope that all the county and local medical socie- 
ties in this State will adopt resolutions approving the preservation 
of the provisions of the law of 1872; and also approving the pass- 
age of a bill for regulating medical practice, having the essential 
provisions of Senate bill 485, session of 1886, a copy of which will 
be mailed to the Secretary of each county homceopathic medical 
society. 





es Medical Hila a the State cof New York. 343 


Copies of these resolutions, when adopted, and of newspapers 
containing them, should be forwarded promptly to the chairman of 
the committee, Dr. H. M. Paine, of Albany. Such evidences of 
approval, coming from all parts of the State, will greatly aid the 
committee, during the coming winter, in case effort should be made 
to repeal the law of 1872. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted at the 
semi-annual meeting of the State Society, held September 7, 1886: 


Resolved, That the Homeeopathic Medical Society of the State 
of New York indorses the proposition made by the Medical Society 
of the State of New York, as set forth by its Committee on Legisla- 
tion and presented to the recent session of the State Legislature un- 
der Senate bill 485; the purpose of said bill being the simplification 
and codification of the laws of this State relating to the practice of 
medicine and surgery. 

Resolved, That the county and local medical societies of this 
State and members of the profession generally are requested to 
promote, to the fullest extent, the early enactment of a law provid- 
ing for an increased efficiency of laws regulating medical practice, as 
embodied by Senate bill 485 of the session of 1886. 

Resolved, That this Society indorses the action of its Committee 
on Legislation in opposing the passage of the bills presented to the 
last Legislature of this State, providing for the appointment of a sin- 
gle State board of medical examiners, the membership of which was 
made up of professors of medical colleges and an unequal represen- 
tation of the different schools of medical practice. 

Resolved, That this Society heartily reiterates its endorsement of 
the provisions of the present law, that of 1872, by which the repre- 
sentatives of the three legally recognized schools of medicine are 
now fully authorized to appoint one or more examining boards un- 
der their own auspices; a law, the limitations of which provide all 
necessary safeguards, and at the same time prevents liability to 
favoritism and sectional antagonisms sure to occur in the case of a 
single mixed examining board. 

Resolved, That this Society again, in the most positive terms, in- 
structs its Committee on Legislation to endeavor to prevent the re- 
peal of the present law providing for the appointment of state boards 
of medical examiners, that of 1872; also, if feasible, to endeavor to 
secure an amendment thereof, providing for a withdrawal from the 
medical colleges of this State of the right of medical licensure. 


SYNOPSIS OF THE BILL TO REGULATE MEDICAL PRACTICE. 
The proposed bill to regulate the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery is outlined in the following synopsis; the first and second 
sections are given entire. 
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An AcT to Regulate the Licensing and Registration of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and to Codify the Medical Laws of the State of 
New York. (Senate bill 485, and Assembly bill 903, session of 
1886.) 

SecTION 1. No person shall practice physic or surgery in this 
State who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years; and 
no person shall practice aforesaid unless he or she shall be, at the 
time this act shall take effect, a person lawfully engaged in such 
practice in this State under license or authority conferred by its 
laws then in force, or unless he or she shall be licensed or au- 
thorized so to practice by the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. From and after the date of the taking effect of this act, 
no person shall be deemed licensed or authorized to practice physic 
or surgery in this State, except one of the three following classes: 

First—All who shall have been graduated from an incorporated 
medical school or college in this State with the degree of doctor of 
medicine, after substantial compliance with all the requirements of 
the general laws and of the charter of said corporation regulating 
the term and amount of study, attendance and attainment requisite 
to obtain said degree; provided that no person shall receive the de- 
gree of doctor of medicine, or be licensed to practice physic or sur- 
gery in this State, unless he shall have pursued the study of medical 
science for at least three years after the age of eighteen, with some 
physician and surgeon duly authorized by law to practice physic or 
surgery; and shall also, after the same age, have attended two com- 
plete courses of lectures in some legally incorporated medical school 
or college, in good standing at the time of such attendance, prior 
to the granting to him or her of a diploma or license; provided, 
further, that two courses of lectures, both of which shall be either 
begun or completed within the same calendar year, shall not satisfy 
the above requirement. 

Second—All who have received said degree after substantial com- 
pliance with the requisites preliminary to its attainment, from a legally 
constituted board of medical examiners of this State. 


Third—All who, having been graduated from incorporated 
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medical schools or colleges without the State as doctors of medi- 
cine, or licensed to practice physic or surgery under the laws of those 
European countries in which said degree does not confer the right 
so to practice, shall procure their diplomas from said corporations, 
or their licenses from such countries, to be indorsed by the faculty 
of an incorporated medical school or college within this State, or 
by a legally constituted board of medical examiners of this State. 
Every such indorsement shall be in form of Schedule A or of Schedule 
B of this act. Every corporation or board so indorsing, shall keep 
a record of their indorsements, and may require applicants to verify 
their statements under oath; any indorsement made with fraudulent 
intent, or gross carelessness or ignorance, shall be deemed a misde- 
meanor, and shall subject the indorser or indorsers, upon conviction 
thereof, to a fine of two hundred and fifty dollars. 

Sec. 3. Provides for registration. 

Sec. 4. Provides for reregistration, on removal from one county 
to another. 


Sec. 5. Exempts all who are at the present time lawfully regis- 


tered, from the provisions of the bill; also provides that after 
October rst no registration shall be considered valid except the 
license described in the second section. 

Sec. 6. Defines the meaning of the term “ practice of physic or 
surgery’’; states what constitutes irregular practice; and declares 
an infringement of the law to be a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 7. Excludes from practice all who have been convicted of 
a felony; declares all who have sworn falsely to any affidavit, or 
who have obtained a diploma fraudulently, to be guilty of a misde- 
meanor; fixes the penalty therefor, and places the burden of proof 
of innocence upon the defendant. 

Sec. 8. Declares that an unlicensed practitioner shall not be 
able to collect fees by law; permits an aggrieved party to recover 
twice the value of fees he may have previously paid for such irreg- 
ular service; and gives county medical societies the right to collect 
twenty-five dollars from unlicensed and unregistered practitioners 
for the first, and fifty dollars for subsequent offences, the excess 
over costs to be paid to the State Board of Charities. 
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Sec. 9. Defines the exceptions from the provisions of the act 
to be: commissioned medical officers of the army and navy, mem- 
bers of a medical or surgical staff of a hospital, dentists, and physi- 
cians from neighboring States in consultation. 

Sec. 10. Repeals all laws and parts thereof, specifying each by 
name, number and date, enacted since eighteen hundred and six to 
the present time, which relate to the practice of physic or surgery 
in this State, except chapter seven hundred and forty-six, laws of 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two (and chapter six hundred and 
seventy-nine, laws of eighteen hundred and eighty-one, amendatory 
thereof), being the present law authorizing the appointment of 
separate State boards of medical examiners for the different schools 
of medicine. 

PROPOSED MEDICAL LEGISLATION. 

In all probability a bill, modified somewhat in minor points, yet 
substantially the same as the foregoing, will be introduced, and its 
passage advocated by the old school. Its essential provisions, 
being in the main founded on correct principles, few members of 
the profession of either school will interpose any objections thereto; 
on the contrary, will, as far as may be in their power, endeavor to 
promote its passage. | 

It is also presumable that bills will be again introduced, at the 
approaching session of the Legislature, providing for the appoint- 
ment of a simg/e State Board of Medical Examiners. This will be 
done for the purpose of separating the teaching from the licensing 
interests, in order that the standard of medical attainments, as in 
law and theology, may be determined and established by bodies 
other than those who are interested in imparting instruction. 

If this is attempted, instead of favoring a bill to creace a single 
State examining board, the committee urgently requests homceopa- 
thists to support a bill amending the present law, that of 1872, 
thereby preserving and perpetuating the appointment of separate 
boards for each school of medicine. A copy of this form is here- 
with subjoined. 


On the other hand, if no further attempts are made to change 
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the present law so as to establish a simg/e examining board, and all 
effort at medical legislation, during the coming winter, is concen- 
trated upon the bill to regulate medical practice, the committee 
urge homeopathists to give the bill their united and cordial support. 

After the passage of the bill regulating medical practice—a 
synopsis of which has been previously given—in case effort is then 
made to change the present system of granting licenses, wo amend- 
ments will be required, in order to protect homceopathic interests. 
These are: one to slightly modify two sections of the law of 1872; 
the other to change the second section of the law regulating medical 
practice, so as to provide each school with boards of its own. 

These amendments will be presented substantially in the follow- 
ing forms, which are here introduced in order that homceopathists 
may be able to give them their active support when the time for 
such aid shall have arrived : 


LEGISLATION TO PROTECT HOMCZEOPATHIC INTERESTS. 


Proposed amendments of two sections of the law of 1872. 

Sec. 5. Any person over twenty-one years of age, of good moral 
character, and paying not less than fifteen dollars into the treasury 
of the University, on applying to the Chancellor for the aforesaid 
examination shall receive an order to that effect, addressed to one 
of the boards of examiners, provided said applicant shall adduce 
proof satisfactory to the Chancellor of having received the degree of 
doctor of medicine from some legally incorporated medical college. 

Sec. 6. The Regents of the University, on receiving the afore- 
said reports of the Examiners, and on finding that not less than five 
members of a Board have voted in favor of a candidate, shall issue 
to said applicant a license to practice physic or surgery in this State, 
which license shall confer all the privileges and immunities and impose 
all the obligations and penalties now established, or that may hereafter 
be established by the laws of this State relating to the practice of physic 
or surgery therein. 

Proposed amendment of the second section of the law regulating 
medical practice, the purpose of this amendment being to preserve 
and perpetuate the provisions of the law of 1872, whereby each 
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school may be provided with its own boards of medical examiners. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of —, eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty ————, no person shall be deemed licensed or au- 
thorized to practice physic or surgery in this State except those who 
shall have been graduated from.an incorporated medical school or 
college in this State, with the degree of doctor of medicine, after 
substantial compliance with all the requirements of the general laws, 
and of the charter of said corporation regulating the term and 
amount of study, attendance and attainment requisite to obtain 
said degree; provided that no person shall receive the degree of 
doctor of medicine, or be licensed to practice physic or surgery in 
this State, unless he shall have pursued the study of medical science 
for at least three years after the age of eighteen, with some physi- 
cian and surgeon duly authorized by law to practice physic or sur- 
gery; and shall also, after the same age, have attended two complete 
courses of lectures in some legally incorporated medical school or 
college in good standing at the time of such attendance, prior to the 
granting to said person a diploma or license; provided further, that 
two courses of lectures, both of which shall be either begun or com- 
pleted within the same calendar year, shall not satisfy the above re- 
quirement; and itis further provided that, in addition to the foregoing, 
said person, after having received said degree, and also those who have 
received a license to practice physic or surgery under the laws of 
European countries in which said degree does not confer the right 
to so practice, shall not be permitted to practice physic or surgery in 
this State, until said person shall have been examined and recommended 
by a State board of medical examiners, appointed under chapter seven 
huntred and forty-six, of the laws of eighteen hundred and seventy- 
two; and it ts further provided, that the regents of the university are 
hereby prohibited from granting or issuing, on the recommendation of 
said boards of examiners, any degree, title or privilege other than a li- 
cense to practice physic or surgery in this State. 

The proposed additions and changes are printed in italics. Just 
what these are can be easily determined by a comparison with the 
second section of the bill to regulate medical practice previously 
furnished in this circular, 
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In conclusion, the committee hope that homeeopathists through- 
out the State will, during the coming fall and winter, endeavor to 
callon members of the Legislature from their localities respectively, 
and urge them to support the bill to regulate medical practice, and 
to oppose any bill or amendment designed to change the present law, 
that of 1872, except as suggested in the foregoing forms, which are 
designed to render its provisions od/igatory upon the representatives 


of all schools alike. 
H. M. PAINE, 


GEORGE E. GORHAM, 
LESTER M. PRATT, 
SELDEN H. TALCOTT, 
EVERITT HASBROUCK, 
ASA S. COUCH, 
JNO. J. MITCHELL, 
HERMAN M. DAYFOOT, 
A. R. WRIGHT, 
E. M. KELLOGG, 
EDWARD s. COBURN, 
Committee. 


SPASMODIC SPINAL PARALYSIS.* 


By C. E. Wacker, M.D., West Henrietta, New York. 


Rosenthal, in his introductory remarks on spinal diseases, makes 
the following observations: “Contemporary medicine has applied 
ali its energies to dissipating the profound obscurity which has 
hitherto enveloped the diseases of the spinal cord. The progress 
of histology and experimentation and careful clinical investigations 
have equally contributed towards this end. In proportion as their 
light is thrown upon them the morbid forms and types, hitherto un- 
recognized, grow more clear and take their place in the growing list 
of our observations, and permit us to hope that other phenomena, 
which are still obscure, will follow in their course. Spinal diseases, 
for a long time misconstrued and passed by 4m silence, have been 


* Read before the Western New York Homeopathic Medical Society. 
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the subject of profound study during our own times, which have es- 
pecially contributed towards the diagnosis and treatment of this 
class of diseases. 

We are greatly indebted to our French and German pathologists 
for the advance that has been made in the last few years in spinal 
pathology. 

Charcot, of France, has done much by his pathological studies 
and teachings. By his keen analytical powers the pathological 
lesions of the spinal cord have been clearly mapped out, and many 
obscure symptoms accounted for. The anatomy of the spinal cord 
in its natural state, slightly magnified, presents relatively a simple 
structure. Charcot has demonstrated that the methodic study of 
pathological lesions shows the construction of the spinal cord to be 
much more complicated. He has demonstrated the fact that there 
exist very widely spread in the anatomy of the spinal cord so- 
called systematic lesions; and what he wishes to be understood by the 
expression systematic lesions are those pathological changes which 
settle in and circumscribe certain well-defined regions, without en- 
croaching upon neighboring ones. 

In his studies of spinal pathology he starts with this fact, which 
he deems fundamental. Systematic diseases should be considered 
as so many elementary affections, the thorough knowledge of which 
may be applied to.the elucidation of more complex affections, non- 
systematic, or in other terms anatomically distributed in the nervous 
columns in a diffused and unequal manner. 

Spasmodic spinal paralysis ts a systematic spinal affection. 

The lesion is found to be a symmetrical sclerosis of the posterior 
segment of the lateral columns, advancing gradually from below up- 
wards. It is characterized by a gradual increasing paresis and pa- 
ralysis, advancing slowly in a line with the anatomico-pathological 
changes from below upwards. There are great muscular tension, 
reflex contractions, and increased reflex contraction of the tendons. 
One of the prominent characteristics is the entire absence of all 
vesical and sexual weaknesses, and no cerebral or trophic disturb- 
ances. 
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The anatomical characteristics of primary spasmodic spinal pa- 

ralysis presents an analogous picture to sclerosis of the posterior 
columns. To the naked eye it appears as a gray gelatinous degenera- 
tion of the affected column, and under the microscope as an interes- 
titial hyperplasia of the connective tissue and corresponding atrophy 
of the nerve elements. It extends from the inferior portion of the 
spinal cord into the pyramids and fons varolit, and may, in some 
cases, be traced into the pes peduncull. 

This disease is found to be of tolerable frequency, but until late 
investigations it was confounded and classed with tades dorsalis and 
muscular atrophy. Erb was the first to give it the name of spas- 
modic spinal paralysis. Charcot classed it as spasmodic dorsal tabes. 
Rosenthal uses the term primary sclerosis of the lateral columns. 

The origin of our knowledge concerning this affection may be 
traced to the observation published by Tuke, in 1856, of double 
degeneration of the lateral columns, without cerebral lesions; and 
to the primary sclerosis of both lateral columns, observed by Char- 
cot in 1865, in a case of permanent hysterical contraction of all the 
limbs. The disease is found to be more frequent among males than 
females, and develops almost exclusively during the age of maturity. 
It may develop in earliest childhood, as is shown by some cases on 
record. This is probably due, says Erb, to some congenital defec- 
tive development of the latero- posterior segments of the spinal cord. 
A part of the cases of spasmodic infantile spinal paralysis may 
more properly belong here. 

_ There appear to be no predisposing causes for this malady, as 
strong, robust people, who are subject to no nervous diseases, are as 
liable to an attack as are the weak and debilitated. Exciting causes 
are unknown. The etiological relations of the disease remain yet 
to be discovered. 

The general picture of this disease is a motor paraplegia develop- 
ing slowly, muscular twitchings, slight symptoms of paresis in the 
lower limbs, walking or prolonged standing becoming difficult. At 
a later period stiffness and want of suppleness develop in the legs, 
with involuntary tonic movements of extension. 
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The symptoms of sensitive irritation are not great; sometimes 
they are entirely absent. There may be pain in the back, dragging 
and tearing pains in the legs, also farmication. The principal and 
diagnostic symptoms are found in the motor disturbances, and the 
most prominent of these is the so-called “spastic gait” of Erb. 
Seguin, of New York, first called attention to this peculiarity in 
1873, which he named tetanoid paraplegia. Erb, in 1874, described 
it under the term “ spatischer gang ”’—“‘spastic gait.” 

A patient with the spastic gait finds it difficult to raise the foot, 
and to complete this effort and push it forward the trunk is straight- 
ened and thrown backward as if to counterbalance the weight of the 
inferior member, which is seized with an involuntary trembling be- 
fore it can rest again on the fluor. In these attempts at walking 
sometimes the point of the foot is depressed, and drags more or less 
on the floor before it can clear it. The shoes are worn off at the 
toes and the outer border. There is a dragging of the legs—droop- 
ing of the toes onthe ground. The patient finds it difficult to walk 
over rough or unequal surfaces. Small objects prove to be great ob- 
structions. He shuffles over the ground with hesitation. His steps 
are short and uncertain. The legs are locked closely together, 
especially at the knees; they seem, as it were, to be glued to each other. 

The peculiarities of the spastic gait are thus partly explained: 

The dragging and catching of the toes, by paresis; the stiffness 
of movement, the closed position of the legs, the short steps, the 
scraping of the tip of the foot, walking on the toes, can be ascribed 
to the muscular tension, while the increased reflex action of the 
tendons give rise to the hopping movement at every step. 

To make the symptomatic picture of this disease still clearer, the 
symptoms can be arranged under two groups, Positive and Negative. 

Positive Group.—Spastic gait; paresis; paralysis; muscular ten- 
sion; contractions; increased reflex action of tendons; develops 
slowly from below up. 

Negative Group.—No anesthesia; no vesical weakness; no sexual 
weakness; no atrophy; no bed sores; no cerebral symptoms. 

As the malady progresses, movement of the trunk grows diffi- 
cult, sitting up and holding one’s-self erect becomes difficult or im- 
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possible. The affection extends to the arms. There is paresis, 
heaviness, stiffness and an increased reflex action of the tendons. 
Rarely, if ever, is there full paralysis. Sometimes the disease passes 
from one lower extremity to the upper of the same side and persists 
for a long time in this hemiplegic form before the other extremity is 
attacked. Sometimes the disease begins in the upper extremity and 
runs its course downward. 


This disease may be complicated with sclerosis of the posterior 
columns; Zades dorsalis; progressive muscular atrophy in all possi- 
ble grades. 

To differentiate between spasmodic spinal paralysis and ¢ades dor- 
salis, we find in the latter disease the following positive symptoms: 

Lancinating pains, sense of a tight girdle about the body; dis- 
turbance of the sensibilities; lowering of the muscular system; 
swaying on closing the eyes; disturbance of certain cranial nerves. 
The optic nerve is most commonly involved (fifty-one times in one 
hundred and two cases, according to Topinard). An ophthalmo- 
scopic examination, which in this species answers in some sort to a 
vivisection, will determine the existence of a gray induration of the 
optic nerve often years before the development of other tabetic 
symptoms. In fades we also find vesical and sexual weakness. 
These symptoms, all characteristic of fades, are all negative to spas- 
modic spinal paralysis. 

To distinguish from cerebral hemiplegia: spasmodic spinal 
paralysis commences in the lower extremities and travels upward, 
the upper extremities are lightly attacked with no disturbance of the 
head or cranial nerves. 

In the treatment of this disease electricity offers a valuable aid; 
the galvanic current has done much good in the commencement of 
the disease. Erb lays great stress onthe cold-watercure. Itis worthy 
of trial. As for remedial measures, phosphorus is one of our best drugs. 
Among its characteristic indications are the following: Jactitation 
and contraction of single limbs; some parts become numb and dead; 
trembling of the limbs during motion; heaviness of the limbs; par- 
alysis—farmication in the affected part; pains in the back; the arms 
and hands go to sleep; contraction and twitehing of the fingers and 











354 Restored Transparency in Senile Cataract. 





toes; painful weariness and heaviness of the lower limbs; arthitic 
stiffness of the knee with lameness of the legs. 

Hughes says: For the old-school therapeutics it is of no advan- 
tage to learn that phosphorus congests the lungs, necroses the max- 
illa, softens the nervous centers, liquifies the blood and causes fatty 
degeneration throughout the body. But to us of the homeopathic 
faith such knowledge is fruitful of practical results. He also records 
a case of phosphorus poisoning in which a man aged thirty-nine 
inhaled the vapor of a large quantity of burning phosphorus. Im- 
mediately after this he experienced a sensation of weakness in the 
back, as if he were ready to sink; then weakness in the extremities 
and trembling at every effort; creeping under the skin; otherwise he 
was well; good appetite; bowels regular and normal respiration. On 
his admission to the hospital, the following symptoms were noted: 
Legs weak; gait tottering; unable to stand upright; hands and arms 
trembled on movement; spine not sensitive or painful; the sensibili- 
ties, the functions of the heart, of the chest and of the digestive 
organs normal. The patient lived three or four years, whilst the 
paralysis increased and extended. All attempts at treatment were un- 
availing. This seems to me a good picture of spasmodic spinal 
paralysis in which phosphorus should do good work, properly ad- 
ministered. 

Calabar bean seems to have a marked action on the spinal cord. 
When we get a thorough knowledge of it, it may be a useful remedy 
in these spinal lesions. 








RESTORED TRANSPARENCY IN SENILE CATARACT.* 


By F. Park Lewis, M.D., Buffalo, N. Y. 





The fact of recovery, whether through the instrumentality of 
art, or spontaneously, of any diseased condition generally looked 
upon as incurable, is sufficient warrant for recording every such in- 
stance that may occur. It is well known that the tendency of a 
clouded lens in the aged is to increased opacity until all of the 
transparent structure has become opaque. Sometimes a degree of 
lenticular obscuration—macule, or strie—may remain apparently 


* Read before the Western New York Homeeopathic Medical Society. 
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unchanged, even for years; but it is extremely rare for spontaneous 
restoration of -transparency to occur within the capsule of the lens. 
The serious import of beginning sclerosis of the lens lies not alone 
in the well-known consequences as affecting the vision—the long 
period of waiting, the ultimate blindness and final operative inter- 
ference leaving, under the most favorable circumstances, an eye de- 
prived of its lens, and dependent upon artificial aids for ordinary 
vision; for beyond all of this is the meaning of cataract as a symp- 
tom. The atrophy of the lens fibers indicates imperfect nutrition. 
The destructive metamorphosis is being carried on more rapidly 
than the reparative process, and the death of the part is almost in- 
variably indicative that like sclerotic changes are occurring elsewhere 
inthe economy. While no evidences may be obtrusively manifested, 
with senile cataract will be almost invariably found incipient arterial 
sclerosis, with weak heart, and some imperfect circulatory or nutritive 
deviation from the normal. The ripening of cataract means, then, 
simply complete degeneration of the lens, and its removal no more 
removes the cause than the amputation of a gangrenous limb cor- 
rects the depraved condition which has rendered such a condition 
possible. This being true, it becomes the duty of the physician to 
assume the direction, hygienic and medicinal, of the patient when 
the first evidences of impairment of sight become manifest, and to 
continue this care even after the opaque lens has been taken away. 
If, however, in a single case a lens has been cleared or vision has 
been raised after marked changes have occurred, no patient pre- 
senting for treatment with senile cataract should be denied the most 
judicious care, in the hope, not alone of clearing the lens—which, if 
the fibers are atrophied, will be impossible—but as well of improv- 
ing the condition which permitted its obscuration. The writer has 
already dwelt upon this subject in a paper read before the New 
York State Homeopathic Medical Society, and the following sup- 
plementary case is cited simply to illustrate the possibility of the 
disappearance of perceptible clouds in the lens of the aged: 
S. A. P., a remarkably well-preserved man, seventy-three years 
old, presented himself for treatment October 21, 1882, with the 
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following statement: He had for some months found difficulty in 
using the eyes, both for reading and distance. A blur seemed con- 
stantly present on the outer field of the left eye; vision in this eye 
being obscured. There had been no inflammatory history—lids, cor- 
nea and iris being all normal. The pupil responded readily to both 
light and accommodation. An almost vertical line, however, extended 
through the lens, distinctly sub-capsular, giving its outer half a 
clouded appearance. No striz were visible, but the obscuration 
was sufficiently obvious to be easily demonstrated to an assistant. 

A refractive test gave : 

R. V. 44 not improved with glasses. 

L. V. 7’5 with difficulty. 

Reads J 1 with + 4.50 D, right—not at all with left. 


Argent. nit., 6%. 


The patient was seen several times and the prescription repeated, 
when he disappeared, and nothing more was heard concerning his 
eye, till he again presented himself September 17, 1886—four years 
later—with a hemorrhage in the vitreous of the right eye, almost 
entirely annihilating vision. An examination of the left eye, how- 
ever, demonstrated an absolutely clear lens; the cloud having wholly 
disappeared. He had been using the eyes with comfort till within 
a few days, when the hemorrhage occurred, and which was occa- 
sioned, doubtless, by his working continuously in a stooping position. 
The refraction in the left eye, when tested, was found to be with 
1. D. cyl. ax. hor. }3—a better result than could be obtained in the 
former test from the better eye. 

Whether or not the remedy employed had anything to do with 
the improved condition is immaterial. The fact remains, that for 
some reason a cloudy lens had cleared; demonstrating the possi- 
bility of correcting pathological conditions which are generally 
regarded as progressing only to further retrograde metamorphosis. 
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MassaGe.—Dr. Gopadze, of St. Petersburg, has been experimen- 
ting on four medical students. He finds they consumed more food 
and assimilated more nitrogen during the time that massage was 
practiced. He thinks it would be valuble in gastric catarrh, chronic 
constipation, etc. Dr. Wm. Murrell writes to the British Medical 
Journal, that he has found massage valuable in spinal nervous 
weakness, constipation, obesity, etc.; he thinks it should be employed 
more frequently than it is. Dr. John Kent Spender replies to Dr. 
Murrell, that, effeurage, petrissage and tapétement have been used in 
Bath for ten years, and that there is hardly a Spa in England at 
which massage is not recognized by skilled physicians and surgeons. 
To this Dr. Murrell says that massage is fully described in the 
Chinese manuscript Kong Fau, the date of which is 3,000 B. C. 








CorpuLency.—Prof. Kisch has recently collected statistics on 
the frequency of sudden death amongst extremely stout persons. 
In nineteen cases of this occurence, acute congestion of the lungs 
was discovered in twelve, cerebral hemorrhage in six, and rupture of 
the heart in one. The apoplectic symptoms were traced, in most of 
the cases, to arterial sclerosis, a very frequent concomitant of ex- 
treme corpulency. Rupture of the heart is due to the overworking 
of the walls of the left ventricle, which, being involved in fatty in- 
filtration and degeneration, can no longer increase in size in propor- 
tion to the extra workdt has to perform. The failure of heart-power 
appears always to be the immediate cause of death, which generally 
follows immediately after violent exertion, or excess in drink or diet. 
—Berliner Klinische Wochenschrift. 








It 1s said to be quite popular in Rochester for bald-headed 
men to have a rabbit painted on the scalp in the hope that it may 
be mistaken for a hare. 








Dr. J. J. Gaynor, of St. John, N. B., reports three cures of epi- 
lepsy with cenanthe crocata, 1*. In two of them the attack usually 
came on during sleep. 
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THE PROGRESS OF HOMCZOPATHRHY. 

‘*The Homceopaths have been holding an International Congress at Basle, 
Switzerland. It was the Third Quinquennial Congress, and was attended by only 
forty delegates, of whom seven were from America. The sessions seem to have 
been largely occupied with persuading the members that Homeceopathy is growing. 
It would take a brave heart, however, to find encouragement in the various reports 
presented. Thus, by their own figures, we learn that in France there are but two 
hundred Homecopaths, in Belgium about sixty, in Switzerland twenty-three, in 
Spain one hundred and thirty-seven, while in Germany and England the reporters do 
not venture to estimate the number. Judging from the statistics given, it would be a 
large estimate to suppose that in all Europe there were one thousand Homceopaths. 
The real hope of Homceopathy appears, therefore, to be in this country. Here, 
it is stated, there are over ten thousand Homeeopathic practitioners, with fourteen 
medical colleges, fifty-one hospitals, forty-eight dispensaries, one hundred and 
forty-three societies, twenty-two journals, and thirty-three pharmacies. There is 
no doubt that the United States is infested, beyond any other country, with the 
silliness of attenuations and potentizations. It appears to be one of the social 
disorders to which new countries are subjected, but it is one which, despite the ap- 
parent showing of statistics, the United States is surely outgrowing.” 

The above appears.as an editorial in Zhe Medical Record for 
October 2. It is not copied on account of its wit or its wisdom. 
Drivel like this, but much more vigorous, is nearly one hundred 
years old. Nor is it introduced for the purpose of demonstrating 
that the infected conditions of “new countries”—if it have any 
point at all—is that of a double-edged sword, the keenest of which 
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is toward the old school. Nor is it for the purpose of apologizing 
for the congress at Basle by showing that the circumstances under 
which it was held were exceptional and against its success. To at- 
tempt any such explanations, or to attempt to show the writer of the 
foregoing that “ westward the star of empire takes its course”; that 
the tendencies of old countries is to fossilization—that of new to 
the quickening and development of ideas; that the wave of evolu- 
tion, which is passing round our globe, and upon the crest of which 
America now holds and for a century will continue to hold the scep- 
ter of the world, only in time to transmit it to Japan in its onward 
course through the ages; to set these things before a self-sufficient, 
stupid egotist, who has neither eyes to see, ears to hear, nor sense to 
know, but only individuality enough to hate without judgment and 
to condemn without knowledge, would be like “casting pearls before 
swine.” 

The article is only copied to show that the old animus against 
Homeopathy and Homeeopathists still survives in the breasts of 
even occasional “sweet palaverers,” and that it would be altogether 
premature for us to give up our organizations and make peace with 
a hornet’s nest. 

Even our quondam contemporary, the Vew York Medical Times, 
begins to find that its sweetness for the “ regulars,” and its bitterness 
towards its old associates is slightly wasted on the desert air. In its 
October issue it devotes more than six columns to a refutation of 
Dr. Reeves’ public declaration that Homceopathy has given the 
world “ nothing”; “that it hasenot made a single direct contribution 
of value to medicine, and not one addition to our therapeutical re- 
sources of such evident worth as to cause its adoption by the pro- 
fession at large.” Dr. Reeves uttered the foregoing in his annual 
address as President of the Ohio State Medical Society, and the 
Times affirms that the address is “readable and scholarly.” The 
position held and the ability to produce a scholarly address is proof 
that the doctor ought to have perceived that his statement is false. 
But his bitter prejudices compelled him to override it, and to pub- 
lish what many of his colleagues have proven to be an outrageous 
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misstatement and declaration. Argument with such a bigot is worse 
than beating the air. But it is well to bear in mind that, as a leader 
and a representative, his declarations set forth the animus of his 
school in Ohio, as it does, indeed, that of the “regulars” through- 
out the world. 

Now, this jumping from the smooth and politic objections to our 
pseudonym, by Dr. Bowditch, who professes a desire for peace, to 
the impudent assertions of Dr. Reeves, who evidently longs for war, 
should show Homeeopathists where they stand. In the present sta- 
tus of the old school, whatever overtures they make will end in 
humiliation. Up to the present time that school declares we possess 
nothing new and represent nothing wise. In the meantime, in every 
possible way, it is encroaching upon our domain and endeavoring 
to unify the profession without credit or the necessity for future 
settlement. There can be but one alternative, if we would avoid 
being swallowed up to our utter embarrassment and discomfiture. 
We must stand firmly upon the advanced ground heretofore occu- 
pied, without overture or compromise; when these come let them 
come from those who needthem. What we have to do is to advance 
our lines, strengthen our organizations, and continue to elevate the 
standard of our professional aquirements. When the regulars ap- 
propriated our therapeutics without credit—demanding in so short 
a time eleven editions of Ringer—let us thank God for the world’s 
sake while we enlighten it as to whom honor is due, and demon- . 
strate an exception to the rule that “a little learning is a dangerous 
thing.” Were the old school thoroughly educated in Homeopathy 
it would soon see, however, that even in this case it is negatively so. 
With its comparative ignorance the contrast in results between the 
schools will remain sufficiently apparent for us to hold our position 
with the intelligence and the influence of the land. Solongas this is 
done the regulars can make no aggressive advances in legislation or 
in social or political ostracism. 

Not because we wish it; not because the best of our school de- 


sire to “trade upon a pseudonym,” and not because we would fail to 
welcome and enjoy peace and a united profession when honorably 
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won, but because “necessity knows no law”’ must we continue to be 
a thorn in the side of the old school until it learns “to do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly before God.” 


An after-thought comes in connection with the foregoing, and 
is here introduced for the purpose of preventing misconceptions 
and wrong inductions. The statement of the Record that “the 
United States is infested beyond any other country with the silli- 
ness of attenuations and potentizations” is in a measure just, but 
is in larger measure unjust. It is just in so far as it is true—unjust 
in its application to the entire new school. It-is safe to affirm that 
a large majority of the new school, in this country, do not endorse 
the resolutions adopted by the “Internationals” last June, at their 
convention in Saratoga. On the contrary, it rejects and repudiates 
them. When the Internationals shall be able, scientifically, to 
state what constitutes a “ minimum dose,” and to formulate what is 
meant by a “dynamised remedy” it will be time enough to think 
about becoming responsible for their lucubrations. But in the arti- 


cle of the Record, and even in the scholarly address of Dr. Bowditch 
the entire homeceopathic school is placed under the same ban with 
those who use such expressions. 


Again, there is an injustice in mixing up the terms attenuations 
and potentizations. They represent nothing in common.* Very 
many wise men, in both schools, believe in and employ attenuated 
medicine, who reject the idea of their becoming, by any process, 
potentized. 

To level a blow at both, therefore, and at the believers in each 
without discrimination, is so inexcusable and unfair as to show the 
animus of those who are repeatedly doing this kind of work. It was 
against this animus and not for the purpose of championing undem- 
onstrated declarations that the preliminary remarks upon the 
Record’s article were set down. 








THE NEw after-treatment of cataract, consisting of a careful 
adaptation of silk isinglass plaster to the closed lids in the place 
of the time-honored bandage, is being very generally employed by 
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ophthalmic surgeons throughout the country. Its advantages are 
so obvious that it now seems a matter of surprise that its use had 
not been popularized long ago. We have found it especially valua- 
ble in those cases in which daily visits to the patient were impractic- 
able, and when skillful nursing could not be obtained; in some in- 
stances the antiseptically prepared plaster being allowed to re- 
main undisturbed for from three to six days. 

While Dr. Julien J. Chisholm, of Baltimore, is not the originator 
of the method, it is to him that we are indebted for bringing the 
matter prominently before the profession and demonstrating its 
superior advantages. 








REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION OF THE 
STATE HOMCZOPATHIC SOCIETY. 


We occupy a large amount of space in the present issue of the 
INVESTIGATOR in placing the above-mentioned report before our 
readers. We beiieve that the importance to our school of the sub- 
jects therein discussed justifies this partial exclusion of other matter. 
There may be some difference of opinion upon minor points, but 
upon the whole we are confident the profession will endorse the ac- 
tion of the committee and accord a mead of praise to its well-writ- 
ten and exhaustive report. 

We ask for it a careful reading to the end that in all which is 
honorable and fair, the profession may act as a unit, and in what is 
grasping and invidious our school may be prepared,—in the future 
as in the past,—for a successful resistance to sly and covert, or 
open and imperious aggression. 


Gorrespoudence. 


THE POSITION OF ECLECTICISM. 
CHICAGO, ILL., October 20, 1886. 








To THE EDITOR: 

In the October number of the Chicago Medical Times, the ground 
is taken, substantially, that eclecticism is liberal allopathy. In this 
the INvESTIGATOR concurs. As this cannot but be distasteful to 
members of our school I venture to reply by briefly defining our 
doctrines. 
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The eclecticism of the Zimes and the INVESTIGATOR is that of 
Dunglison and allopaths generally—a system that selects the best 
from all sources. Every doctor of whatever school may reasonably 
claim to do this, and yet the fact will not distinguish to what school 
he belongs. 

Just as a definition of Homceopathy goes back to the Organon, so 
a definition of eclecticism, as a name distinguishing our school, must 
go back to the writings of its founders. 

As to names, we find first American, then American Eclectic, 
The name Amcrican was intended to express that a doctor had the 
same rights under the federal constitution to liberty of opinion 
and practice as any other citizen of the republic. When laws were 
enacted to extinguish Thomsonism, eclectics protested. In our day 
trades-unionism is the fashion, and the rights of the individual, 
which represent the fundamental principles of our government, are 
set aside. In Illinois and other states a doctor who has a diploma 
from a medical college is alone qualified to practice, while I am 
prepared to prove that such a law is not only unconstitutional and 
tyrannical, but also that being capable to heal the sick is the only 
true test of a doctor’s qualifications; and that this can be obtained 
in the study, and at the bedside of the sick withoutthe intervention 
of the medical college at all. Opposition to medical legislation, as 
being opposed to the principles of free institutions, is a leading 
doctrine of our school, which I prefer to call the American Eclectic. 

Our school, at first and since, have opposed the use of mercurials in 
the treatment of the sick. Out of this has grown a materia medica of 
the indigenous flora. There has been a good deal said on this point, 
as to whether it is a practice or not of our school, but I believe the 
majority will agree with methatitis. There is nothing unreasonable 
about it. Reforms are only possible oftentimes in this way. A few 
men take an extreme ground and stand firmly on it. In this way 
the slave-trade was abolished by Macaulay, Wilberforce and 
their associates, and American slavery by Garrison, John Brown and 
their co-workers. No one can now deny that the early stand of our 
school against the use of mercury has had a beneficial influence on 
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medical practice. It is only the backwoods doctor who uses calo- 
mel or blue mass to any considerable extent now, to whatever school 
he may belong. 

Another, I might say a third, principle, was the doing away with 
general bleeding, and other exhausting measures, and supporting 
the system. To say that Eclectics were the only doctors who did 
not employ general bleeding, and did not starve their patients, 
would not be true; but they alone took a stand on this ground, and 
organized to put a stop to it. In doing so they had the same right 
as the advocate of temperance has to oppose rum drinking under all 
circumstances. In this also we have done a good work. To these 
older doctrines of our school may now be added specific medication. 

The word eclectic, as applied to our school, has a special mean- 
ing; and, although I have been at some pains to determine why it 
was employed, I have not been able to obtain satisfactory informa- 
tion on this point. Whatever meaning the founders of our school 
intended to convey by it, we of to-day are not so vain as to claim 
that we have selected the best, and our rivals the worst methods of 
practice. If they were led to select the name through the influence of 
the doctrines of Broussais or Compte I am not able to find a trace of it. 


Respectfully, ARTHUR W. SmiTH, M. D. 
968 West Lake Street. 


[We are glad to give space to our correspondent’s interesting 
letter, supporting as it does the position taxen by the INVESTIGATOR, 
viz: that eclecticism is based upon no distinctive principles—that its 
therapeutic methods differ in no way from those of progressive allop- 
athy—and that as a school of medicine it has no inherent right of 
existence.—ED. | 








A VIENNA correspondent states that he has seen a professor 
deliberately rupture a pereneum during parturition in order to give 
a student an opportunity of sewing it up! 








Ir 1s impossible, says Dr. Maclagan, to saturate the system with 
salicylic acid without risk. It may be saturated with salicin with 
impunity.- 





Society and Hospital Notices. 


Society and Hospital Hotices. 


MONROE COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The third quarterly meeting of the Monroe County Homeo- 
pathic Medical Society was held October 19, in the parlors of 
Powers Hotel, beginning at three o’clock. Dr. J. M. Lee, the presi- 
dent of the Society, presided. 

There were present Drs. F. J. Thurber, W. B. Carman, Edwin 
H. Wolcott, J. M. Lee, E. We Earle, W. G. Brownell, Pauline Mor- 
ton, N. M. Collins, H. M. Dayfoot and R. C. Grant, of Rochester, 
W. F. Clapp, of Fairport, and C. E. Walker, of West Henrietta. 
The names of. Drs. W. G. Brownell, E. W. Earle and Pauline Mor- 
ton, of Rochester, and C. A. Dake, of Irondequoit, were proposed 
for membership vy Dr. Clapp. 





Dr. F. J. Thurber gave an interesting report of a nux vomica 
case, where a child two years of age had been almost entirely re- 
lieved of epilepsy by the use of this curative agent. “ Professional 
Courtesy” was the title of the next paper, prepared by Dr. C. A. 
Dake, of Irondequoit, and read by the secretary. The doctor said 
he thought physicians did not treat one another with sufficient re- 
gard for each others’ rights. He said he held in contempt any 
physician who would creep into a family with another well-recog- 
nized family physician in charge of a case, unless he was satisfied 
that the first physician had been honorably discharged. 

Dr. W. G. Brownell reported a severe case of titanus with re- 
covery, in which chloral hydrate and nux vomica were the remedies 
that seemed to effect the cure. 

D. E. W. Earle read a.paper entitled “A Case of Chronic Lead 
Poisoning.” A fifteen-year-old girl, attending the public schools of 
this city, was seized with severe pains in the abdomen, in 1879. In 
1884 Dr. Earle was called in after two allopathic physicians had 
treated the patient, who had steadily grown worse. The patient - 
was so attenuated that she weighed but sixty-five pounds, although 
the normal weight should have been one hundred and thirty or one 
hundred and forty pounds, and the general condition of the young 
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lady was alarming. The case was a puzzling one, and it was thought 
perhaps that it was one of progressive muscular atrophy. The doc- 
tor learned, however, that lead water-pipes were in use in the school 
which the young lady had attended, and that the pupils had been 
forbidden to let the water run to get it fresh, but were told to drink 
the first that came from the faucet. He treated the case for lead 
poisoning and the patient recovered. The remedies used were: 
plat., alumina and nux vomica with an occasional dose of bell. 

Dr. H. M. Dayfoot read an interesting paper on “ Diagnosis of 
Fallopian Diseases,” illustrating his subject with a clinical case. 
Only a portion of the paper was produced, as it was lengthy and 
exhaustive. 

“ Urethral Stricture” was the title of the next paper by Dr. N. 
M. Collins, who preferred surgical methods to any other form of 
treatment. He did not favor electrolysis except in strictures of the 
deep urethra. His paper was well illustrated by the exhibition of 
several well known instruments used for these operations. 

Changes were proposed in the constitution providing for the 
election of an executive board of three members to assist the presi- 
dent of the society, and also allowing changes to be made in the 
constitution at quarterly meetings instead of only at annual meetings. 

After the transaction of miscellaneous business, adjournment was 
taken to the third Tuesday in January, 1887. 








A New DitsinrecTinc Compounp for purifying the atmosphere 
of the sick-room has just been presented to the Berlin Medical So- 
ciety: Oils of rosemary, lavender, and thyme, in the proportions 
of 10, 2, and 2} parts respectively, are mixed with Nitric acid in the 
proportion of 30 to 14. The bottle should be shaken before using, 
and a sponge saturated with the compound left to diffuse by evapor- 
ation. Simple as it is, the vapor of this compound is said to possess 
extraordinary properties in controlling the odors and effluvia of 
offensive and infectious disorders.—V. Y. Medical Record, October 2, 
1886, 
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Hook Aotices. 


RHEUMATISM; ITS NATURE, ITS PATHOLOGY, AND ITS SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT. 
By J. T. Maclagan, M. D. Wood &Co.: New York. 1886, 


The September number of Wood’s Library is a book that will be 
of interest and value to many a practitioner who has struggled with 
that arch enemy of humanity, rheumatism. The careful and ex- 
haustive way in which the subject is considered will commend it to 
the student. In the pathology the author is led to regard rheumatic 
fever as of miasmatic origin, and offers an explanation of the man- 
ner in which the beneficial effect of the salicyl compounds is pro- 
duced. The various complications, cerebral and cardiac, are fully 
considered, but the treatment is narrowed down pretty closely to the 
salicylates. Valuable as these are, the treatment would be aug- 
mented fifty per cent. by the judicious advocacy of such drugs as 
rhus tox., bryonia, aconite, ledum, ruta, arnica, and nux vomica, 
The work of Dr. Maclagan, however, is fully up to the high standard 
of the Library. 








THERAPEUTIC METHODS. AN OUTLINE OF PRINCIPLES OBSERVED IN THE ART 
OF HEALING. By Jabez P. Dake, A. M., M. D. Late Professor of Principles 
and Practice of Medicine in the Hahnemann Medical College, Philadelphia. 
American Editor of the Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesis, etc., etc. Otis 
Clapp & Son: Boston. 1886. 


* * * We have been greatly interested by a perusal of Dr. 
J. P. Dakes’s new work on “ Therapeutic Methods.” Its succinct 
history of such methods from the time of Pythagoras to that of 
Hahnemann, its philosophical disquisition upon the prerequisites to 
therapeutical study; the masterly analysis of existing therapeutics 
(which are classified as “ Empirical, Theoretical and Scientific’’), 
and its logical examination and inventory of the propositions of 
Hahnemann have never been equalled and, to our mind, cannot be 
surpassed. In fact, the entire work is the finished production of 
one of our most able, conscientious and classical writers. Upon 
some of the minor points put forth in the work; thinkers will disa- 
gree—in fact, the writer distinctly states in the preface that he does 














368 Book Notices. 





not expect his advocacy of Scientific Therapeutics will be satisfac- 
tory to all, but on the whole it is exceedingly decisive and sound. 
At this particular juncture in the affairs of both schools, the work is 
very opportune, and we sincerely hope that it will be widely dissem- 
inated and carefully read by the profession at large. It is pub- 
lished by Otis Clapp & Son, of Boston, and the firm deserves great 
credit for the most excellent paper and type employed in its pro- 
duction. 

THE MECHANISM OF INDIRECT FRACTURES OF THE SKULL. By Charles W. 

Dulles, M. D.: Philadelphia. 

This is a brochure of about fifty pages, illustrated by twenty- 
seven plates. It gives a résumé of the different theories which 
been advanced on the subject, from the earliest writings to those of 
the present day. The author advances no new theory, but explains 
the mechanism of indirect fractures of the skull by the “ bursting” 
theory of the Germans. Asa result of an analysis of a large number 
of experiments, principally those undertaken by Messerer, he sum- 
marizes as follows: ‘“(1.) Bursting fractures are more likely to 
occur at the base of the skull than in the vault. (2.) Force ap- 
plied to the side of the head may be expected to produce a bursting 
fracture crossing the sagittal equator. Such a fracture is more 
likely to occur in the base than at the vertex. (3.) Force applied 
to the forehead or occiput may be expected to produce a bursting 
fracture crossing the coronal equator. Such a fracture is likely to 
occur in the tempora-parietal region and nearer to the base than 
to the vertex. (4.) Force applied to the vertex or base of the skull 
may be expected to produce a fracture at the base.” H. C. F. 








THE Lemon TREATMENT for biliousness is a fashionable thing in 
England just now. Advocates of this acidulous fruit say that the 
way to get the better of a bilious system, without blue pills or other 
drugs, is to take the juice of one, two, or three lemons, as appetite 
craves, in as much iced water as makes it pleasant to drink without 
sugar, before going to bed. In the morning, on rising, at least half 
an hour before breakfast, take the juice of one lemon in a goblet of 
water.—WV. Y. Medical Record, October 2, 1886. 

















News and Miscellany. 


Hews aud PMiscellany. 


—All cases of acute rheumatism have acid sweats. 

—Dr. Herbert Beals, of Buffalo, has recently received the ap- 
pointment of jail physician. 

—Lawson Tait says: “If it takes a man more than thirty-five 
minutes to perform an ovariotomy he should never attempt to 
do one. 

—Dr. Hunter McGuire, of Virginia, made an invariable rule to 
perform no capital operation on a patient the subject of Bright’s 
disease. : 

—Dr. T. P. Wilson, of Ann Arbor, Mich., has associated his son 
Harold with him in practice. They will give special attention, as 
formerly, to diseases of the eye and ear. 

—Detroit is having a magnificent Homeopathic Hospital 
erected, two hundred thousand dollars having been subscribed for 
this purpose by two eminent citizens. (Vide, Record’s article on the 








Decadence of Homeceopathy.) 

—Dr. Donaldson says, that the white rubber material used for 
the nipples of nursing bottles contains carbonate of lead in sufficient 
quantities ‘to poison the system. If the bottle is used at all— 
which he condemns—black rubber tops should be employed. 








SyzyGium JAMBOLANUM IN GLycosurIA.—During the month of 
June last, I was called to see Mrs. McF , multipara, et.54. Her 
case was somewhat obscure, owing to her reticence, and being a very 





energetic business woman, she had kept going as long as possible. In 
examining her urine I was interested in its peculiar color and odor, 
and proceeded to test it for sugar. On inquiry I found that for some 
two years she had been treated for “kidney trouble,” and had taken 
a good many kinds of medicine. Taking an ounce of recently voided 
urine, I found it contained between 35 and 40 grains of sugar. I treat- 
ed her to the best of my ability with such remedies as are usually laid 
down in our books as indicated in diabetes, until August 24. On 
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that day I succeeded in getting and preparing for her an infusion of 
syzygium jambolanum, one-fourth ounce to the pint of water. Dose, 
one teaspoonful three times per day, gradually increased to two table- 
spoonfuls four times per day. On the 27th of August her urine show- 
ed 15 grains of sugar. I have not had an opportunity of making a 
test since; but am to-day (Sept. 16) in receipt of a letter from the 
lady’s daughter, in which she reports continued and rapid improve- 
ment in her mother’s condition. During a practice of 35 years I have 
seen many such cases go down to the grave under the treatment of 
skillful, honest and earnest men, and was thus led to try a new method 
in this case. I did not follow any of the prescribed rules as to diet, 
but told my patient to eat any kind or kinds of food that she relished 
and that agreed with her. The improvement which so promptly fol- 
lowed will, I am sure, convince any one of the wisdom of giving the 
new treatment a triai in this class of cases.—C. C. Kingsbery, M. D., 
in The Medical Age. 

[We are indebted to Dr. Hale of Chicago for our knowledge of 
syzygium in diabetes.—Eb. | 








ACTION OF TIN ON THE ANIMAL ORGANISM.—The accidental 


poisoning by “tinned provisions,” which has been attributed to the 
formation of stannous or stannic salts, has induced Dr. T. P. White to 
investigate the subject experimentally (Pharmaceutical Journal). 
The conclusions arrived at are: That tin hasa direct irritant action on 
the intestines, increasing peristaltic movements; that it causes weak- 
ness as a result of some action on the spinal cord; that it irritates 
some of the nuclei about the floor of the fourth ventricle, said to be 
shown in the convulsive tremors and disorders of respiration; that 
the heart is not directly affected; and, lastly, that experiments with 
the metal when acted upon by muriatic, acetic, or “fruit” acids, 
were decidedly unsuccessful. It is, therefore, considered that tin, 
though possessing toxic properties when introduced into the blood, 
is devoid of danger when taken internally in any form that could 
result frem contact with fruit and vegetables. Dr. White regards 
the cases of accidental poisoning as due to the solder used in seal- 
ing the can, or to impurities of arsenic, copper, and lead in the tin 
itself—Lancet, October 2, 1886. 





